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A few years ago, after a 5-year assignment at a client’s office, I returned to my employer’s 

downtown Appleton office. It was on the first floor with a great view of all the activity in Houdini 

Plaza. 

In the plaza we saw bands perform, skateboarders attempting their stunts, people with signs 

promoting their cause, and people just hanging out. The plaza also had homeless people there. 

After returning to my home office, some of my co-workers filled me in on who the regulars 

were in Houdini Plaza. They referred to one as Army Guy, who carried a full army pack. Often, he 

was seen stretched out reclining on his pack. 

One day I saw a friend walking with Army Guy through the plaza. My friend worked for 

Pillars, a provider of homeless shelter, and low-income housing resources. Later he told me they 

were going to have a cup of coffee and to talk. I said to him, people at my office see that guy often. 

I told him that I’d like them to know his name. He told me his name is Lance.  

I was glad to tell the people at my office his name. They stopped referring to him as Army 

Guy. I think knowing the man’s name got them closer to him and some began to talk with him. 

When someone asks me to pray for someone, I always ask for the person’s first name. Knowing the 

name, helps me pray with greater intention. 

My friend told me a little of Lance’s story. He said Lance was an ARMY vet and was 

extremely proud of that. He saw combat in Grenada and mentioned a time when his platoon landed 

at an airport that was under fire, and his platoon had to secure it. 

Lance’s Army experience was a turning point in his life. Things changed when he lost some 

fellow soldiers in a training exercise. There were some bad decisions made, and that led to a strong 

distrust for authority. 

Lance struggled with alcohol and other addictions, and he struggled with homelessness for 

years. He ended up being very comfortable living outside, often year-round. Lance managed, 

through the generosity of the community. 

My friend said, Lance was kind and gentle, he liked to read (especially mystery and 

conspiracy novels). He had a good sense of humor, and took a lot of pride in his accomplishments, 

including being able to take care of himself. 

In the end, the alcohol addiction got the best of him, and that started to affect his mind and 

he was not able to care for himself. [Lance died last October.] The next time you see a stranger or 

someone homeless, consider that they are another good soul, just like Lazarus or Lance. 
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I asked my friend from Pillars how the community treated Lance, and what Lance’s thoughts 

were of the community. He said Lance received a mix of reactions from the public. 

He said some people were kind to him, and they gave him food and money. Lance said 

sometimes he would have to turn down or give away food, because he couldn’t carry any more. His 

army pack was always 50+ pounds. Lance also said that some people would just walk by or ignore 

him. 

My friend from Pillars said, one thing they hear a lot from people experiencing 

homelessness is that they feel “invisible.” People try to avoid them, they don’t make eye contact, 

and the person then feels unseen and unheard. Because of this, Pillars got involved in a project with 

the History Museum called “invisible.” [www.myhistorymuseum.org/-in-visible.html] 

Scripture warns us of treating our fellow human beings, our brothers and sisters this way, 

like they are invisible. Today’s first reading from the prophet Amos says, “Woe to the complacent! 

… they shall be the first to go into exile.”  

And from a father’s instruction to his son in [Chapter 4 of] the book of Tobit, “Give alms 

from your possessions. Do not turn your face away from any of the poor, so that God’s face will not 

be turned away from you.” And certainly, today’s Gospel warns us of this with the story of Lazarus. 

All Catholic social teaching is based on two primary beliefs. First, that all human life is 

sacred, and second, that the dignity of the human person is the foundation of a moral vision for 

society. All of the Church’s social teaching points back to these two beliefs. All human life is sacred 

and the dignity of the human person. 

A few weeks ago, someone shared a prayer with me that he prays with his family. This 

prayer is not only beautiful, but also a prayer that can help us live a more compassionate and moral 

Christian life. This prayer can challenge you and change you. 

Dear Lord, 

Please give me eyes that see the best in people,  

a heart that forgives the worst,  

hands that reach out to help,  

and a soul forever faithful to You. 

Amen  

 


